Halifax Elementary School PTO Meeting Minutes from September 22, 2010
Officers present: Paula Sylvester, Margaret McCarthy, Rachel Zinn & Sharon Callanan

Meeting called to order at 7:03pm

Welcome from PTO President Paula Sylvester

Administrative Update – Claudia Motta

· The start of the 2010-2011 school year is going great

· 629 student enrolled

· New staff members:

· Melanie Long – Grade 2

· Scott Howe – Paraprofessional Grade 5

· Maryellen Smith – Paraprofessional Grade 3

· Open House went great

· HES is enrolled in the A+ program at Stop & Shop. We need to register every year. Asking families to register their stop & shop cards on their website.

· Walk to School is scheduled for Oct 6th
· Parent/Teacher conferences will now be on Thursdays. Scheduled for December 9th and March 17th. Early release days will also now be on Thursdays.
· HES is going green and will be communicating via email and the website for the most part.

· MCAS reports went out last week. There is a tutorial on the website.

· Reminder, student drop off is to the left of the all purpose room NOT where the buses drop off in front of the school. This is a DROP off area. Do not park your car there and walk your child in. If you want to walk your child in, park in a parking spot.
· We are going forward with the Bully Guard program. Mrs. Motta will be meeting with a representative on Friday September 24th.

· Some parents had concerns regarding student/teacher ratios – Because of shifts in population it did affect inclusion classes and special ed classrooms.

Teachers Update – Betty White-Rose, Mary Ellen Nevins, Pamela Kearney & Melanie Long

· Grade 1 teachers would like butterfly kits. Cost is $70.00 including S&H.
· Curious about the water and snacks for walk to school day – all are donations.

· Melanie Long proposed a recycling program with Capri Sun (mail in the pouches). This is something we considered before but because of the concern of “sticky” items being collected in bins in the classrooms and the fear of bugs we didn’t want to go that route.

Treasurer’s Report

· Agenda’s – we allocated $1,500. Parents voiced concerns because the younger grades are not using them. According to Mrs. Motta, to purchase for all as opposed to not including the younger grades, there is not a large difference in price. She is looking into incorporating the handbook online. The cost is split between the PTO and HES.

· Spendable balance about $7,000 less than last year (because of less fundraisers requested by parents at the beginning of last year).

· Saved money on the Ice Cream social because all the ice cream was donated.

· Docent Art $750 to Kathy Drinan.

· Direct Donation was minimal
· Kendy Kelly will shadow Margaret to take over the Treasurer’s role next school year.

· Motion to approve Treasurer’s report – approved

Fundraising

· Doing Grandma’s Pies, Spring Pictures & Square 1 Art
· Mass Pass will be sent home via a form to purchase the books (books will not be sent home as previous). It was too labor intensive. Sheryl Balerna will be the chair for Mass Pass.

· November 2nd Bake Sale at the election – need a chairperson

· Thank you to Mary Gravinese for running the Ice Cream Social

· Stacy Rancourt will be running the Halloween Costume Recycle sale

School Committee

· September 7th was the 1st meeting.

· They toured the courtyard that the boy scouts cleaned up.

· New Survey – climate of the school

· Safe School Initiative

· Have a new website http://www.halifaxschoolcommittee.org/
· Next meeting – October 4th 

President’s Report

· Would having a day PTO meeting generate more parents? – not a great response. Feel we would not include working parents. What about scheduling our meetings a little earlier? 6:00-6:30? – no because working parents are getting home around 5:00ish, dinner time etc.
· Buses – Concern of the # of students. Mr. Cateon explained that due to budget cuts we lost one bus so the routes had to be reconfigured. Each bus holds 71 students. One parent said that her child was sitting in a seat with 3 other students (max is 3 students per seat). Mr. Cateon asked her to call him first thing in the morning and he will take care of that asap. 

· Collection Programs

· Cartridges for Kids is a great way to raise money for the PTO. Continue to send in your ink cartridges (NOT copier toner). 

· Box Tops

· Volunteers Needed

· PTO Bulletin Board – holds current events and other various information

· Cartridges for Kids – Kelly Caniff

· Movie Nights

· Someone to shadow Jill Saccoica for Santa’s Breakfast which is scheduled for December 11th 

· Halloween Social is scheduled for Friday October 22nd from 6:00-8:00pm. Need volunteers and individually wrapped baked items. 

· Mall Charity Night is scheduled for Sunday November 21st
· Someone to shadow Heather Fowler-Wecher in August.

· Allocations

· $500 Halloween Social to cover DJ & startup costs

· $6,000 Field Trips (3rd grade field trip is scheduled for November – Plymouth Plantation).
· New Ideas?

· Nicky Newton proposed a student directory. This would be strictly voluntary on the parent’s part. Organized by grade and student’s name, address & phone number could be included. Great resource for other parents to utilize to connect students for play dates. Mrs. Motta and some parents voiced concerns regarding confidentiality and the legal ramifications. Mrs. Motta will need to look into this further prior to approving.

Meeting adjourned 8:25pm

